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Tiburon Teen Catches Trophy-Size German Brown Trout

He is Currently Planning Fishing Tournament for Make-A-Wish®
14 July 2008 – A.J. Casella, a 16-year-old Tiburon resident and upcoming junior at The Branson School, is busy planning his annual Fish For A Wish trout fishing tournament to raise money to help fund wishes for children with life-threatening medical conditions.  This will be the fourth year that A.J. has hosted this event for Make-A-Wish.  Just recently on July 8, A.J. caught an 8.5 lb, 30 inch German brown trout with a cricket at the sight of his fishing tournament.  (Photo available.)  This fish is just a sample of what the day holds for fishermen who enter the tournament.  
Fish For A Wish will be held on Saturday, August 2, at Lake Almanor’s Big Cove Resort, which is owned by A.J.’s father and uncle.  The tournament will begin at 6:00 am and end with a weigh-in scheduled for 12:00 pm.  There are prizes for the greatest total weight, as well as the largest single fish.  There will be a complimentary lunch, followed by a prize ceremony for the winning anglers, a silent auction and a raffle with many outstanding prizes. 
A.J. came up with the idea for his fundraiser several years ago, after losing his friend, John, to leukemia.  While John was battling his illness he was granted a wish by the Make-A-Wish Foundation to attend the All-Star Game at Fenway Park in Boston.  A.J. saw how John’s wish provided a much-needed break from the ordeal he and his family were enduring, and decided he wanted to raise money to help Make-A-Wish grant wishes to more seriously ill children.  A.J.’s love of fishing events, along with his drive to organize, motivated him to come up with the idea of creating a fishing tournament.  Currently, A.J. is busy working from his Tiburon home to organize the event.
So far A.J. has raised over $65,000, including cash and in-kind donations, over the past three years for the Greater Bay Area chapter.  “My goal for this year is to raise $50,000,” said A.J.  “Now that I have been doing the tournament for a few years I feel I’ve obtained the support of enough people and businesses to reach my goal.”  The income from his previous tournaments has been enough for A.J. to adopt two wishes: seven-year-old Darragh’s wish to go to Legoland®, and 18-year-old Jose’s wish to meet Roy Williams of the Dallas Cowboys.  This year he hopes to raise enough cash to adopt three more wishes.
PHOTO AVAILABLE: A.J. with German brown trout 
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation
The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,500 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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