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Frequent Flier Miles Fulfill Magical Wishes

for the Make-A-Wish Foundation®
7 August 2008 -- San Francisco:   “I wish to go to the Olympics in Beijing.”  “I wish to visit my cousin in London.”  “I wish to go on a Mediterranean cruise.”  So many of the wishes made to the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation by children with life-threatening medical conditions require travel, and as we all know, travel is getting more and more expensive.  With the ever-increasing cost of fuel and additional surcharges added to flight tickets, the Foundation faces ever growing challenges in its goal of not having to limit a child’s wish due to the lack of funds.  Fortunately, to help lower the cost of travel wishes, the Make-A-Wish Foundation of America has developed a partnership with a number of airlines which allow members of their frequent flier programs to donate their unused miles to charity.  Donated miles make it possible for the Foundation to allow families to travel anywhere, despite the poor economy and rising fuel costs.  The Foundation is asking everyone to consider donating their airline miles to help grant wishes.  While the miles sitting in individual frequent flier accounts are subject to blackout periods and reduced inventory, the airlines generously waive all those restrictions for Make-A-Wish.  This means miles that may not be useable to individuals will mean all the difference to children hoping to receive their special travel wishes.

“Summer is always the busiest for us in terms of travel wishes,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “This summer we will fulfill well over 100 travel wishes.  This accounts for about one third of all wishes we will grant this fiscal year.  If you fly anywhere this summer, take a look around the airport for kids with the Make-A-Wish logo.  They might just be one of the kids from the Greater Bay Area on a magical wish, and probably flying with donated miles.  With the contributions of frequent flier miles from individuals in our region, the Greater Bay chapter has been able to grant more travel wishes than it would if this program did not exist.” 
The average cost of a wish is now approximately $10,000.  The need for frequent flier miles is greater than ever.  For a complete listing of participating airlines and detailed contribution procedures, visit the Make-A-Wish Foundation’s website at www.wish.org, or call 800/722-WISH.   
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,500 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 

About the Make-A-Wish Foundation

The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy. Born in 1980 when a group of caring volunteers helped a young boy fulfill his dream of becoming a police officer, the Foundation is now the largest wish-granting charity in the world, with 67 chapters in the United States and its territories. With the help of generous donors and more than 25,000 volunteers, the Make-A-Wish Foundation grants a wish every 41 minutes and has granted more than 153,000 wishes in the U.S. since inception. For more information about the Make-A-Wish Foundation, visit www.wish.org and discover how you can share the power of a wish®. 
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