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GIRL’S WISH TO HAVE A PENGUIN ENCOUNTER
13 August 2008 – San Francisco:  Eight-year-old Karen McDade of Pacifica is battling neurofibromatosis, which qualifies her for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  Karen was all smiles when her volunteer wish team came to visit her and find out about her wish.  She immediately took the wish grantors into her room to see her penguin collection.  Her all-time favorite movie is Emperors of the Ice and she’s especially interested in the black belly penguin.  She is fascinated with the hatching process and how penguin parents rear their young.  She is so enthralled with penguins that she wrote a short penguin skit and asked her wish grantors to act it out while they were there.  So, short of having a penguin in her home, Karen opted for the next best thing for her wish – an opportunity to interact with penguins.
Karen and her family will travel to San Diego on Saturday, August 16, for a five-night stay.  While in San Diego they will have tickets to visit the San Diego Zoo and San Diego Zoo’s Wild Animal Park.  The big day for Karen, however, will be on Monday, August 18, when she will visit SeaWorld, meet with an aviculturist and have her chance to meet with and learn more about penguins.

Some of Karen’s favorite things:

· Color:
Turquoise

· Book:
Magic Tree House

· Class:
Art

· Music:
School House Rock

· Group:
The Monkeys

· Movie:
Emperors of the Ice

· Sport:
Baseball

· Pet:
Cat Savannah, dogs Kalli & Spot, goldfish Alex and a lizard

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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