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SAN RAFAEL GIRL’S WISH TO GIVE BACK TO THE HOSPITAL THAT HELPED HER
15 August 2008 – San Francisco:  Eighteen-year-old Allyson Dias of San Rafael was diagnosed with cancer in May 2006.  Since then, Allyson has been a patient at the Children’s Cancer Hospital at The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas, while calling San Rafael home. During her illness she underwent three risky surgeries, weeks of radiation and a variety of grueling treatments.  Being a very strong and determined young woman, she survived her ordeal and is now in good health.  Uninterested in using her wish for herself, she told her wish grantors that she wanted to give back to the hospital that helped her get through her toughest times and forever changed her outlook on life.  

“During my treatment at MD Anderson, I felt privileged to receive the level of care they provided,” said Allyson.  “I wondered how I could help other pediatric cancer patients and their families experience what a very special place MD Anderson is.”  Working with the staff at the MD Anderson Cancer Hospital Pediatric Education Program, the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® received a wish list of items most needed by the cancer center.  A number of items, including two laptops, two CD players and art supplies, have been purchased online and shipped to Houston.  Allyson is currently in Houston for a routine check-up and will be delivering her special gifts to the cancer center on Thursday, August 21.  All of Allyson’s doctors have been invited to be on hand to help celebrate Allyson’s recovery and her generosity to the center.
Allyson has established the Allyson K. Dias Foundation.  More information on Allyson, her brave battle against cancer and the Allyson K. Dias Foundation can be found at www.allysondiasfoundation.org.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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