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ANTIOCH WISH KID TO THROW FIRST PITCH AT OAKLAND A’S GAME ON SATURDAY
15 August 2008 – San Francisco:  Eleven-year-old Mark Garro of Antioch has several life-threatening illnesses including cerebral palsy, which qualify him for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  His dream is to become a baseball player, especially a pitcher.  When asked about his wish, he said he wanted to watch a baseball game from the dugout of the Oakland Athletics.  Unfortunately, due to security measures instituted after 9/11, access to the dugout and on the field is no longer an option.  Mark was offered another special opportunity for his wish, however.  The chance to throw out the first pitch came about through the generosity of an anonymous donor who bought this opportunity as an auction lot, donated by the A’s, at a celebrity auction.  The buyer donated the auction lot back to the A’s, who offered the opportunity to Mark.  The donor, who has since learned that his purchase will be used for Mark’s wish, is “thrilled to contribute.”

Mark’s wish will come true on Saturday, August 16, when he throws out the ceremonial first pitch before the Oakland A’s vs. the Chicago White Sox 12:55 pm game at McAfee Coliseum (first pitch ceremony at 12:45 pm).  Another exciting part of this wish for Mark will be to meet and be escorted to the pitching mound by one of the Athletics players who will also catch Mark’s first pitch.
Some of Mark’s favorite things:

· Color:
Yellow
· Book:
Harry Potter

· Game:
Nintendo

· Subject:
Math

· Music:
Flute

· Group:
Jake & Josh

· Team:
Oakland Athletics

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
MEDIA NOTE:
Media are required to make a credential request prior to the game by contacting Debbie Gallas in the A’s Public Relations Department (510/563-2207; dgallas@oaklandathletics.com).
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