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MEDIA ADVISORY: 
THIRTEEN-YEAR-OLD WISH KID TO VISIT BERKELEY LAB
ON HIS WISH “TO HELP THE ENVIRONMENT”
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY / REQUEST FOR ONSITE COVERAGE

WHAT:
Exploration of Energy and Environmental Solutions
WHEN:
Monday, August 25, 2008


12:00 – 4:00 pm
WHERE:
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory


Berkeley 

WHO:

Thirteen-year-old wish child David Godfrey 
DETAIL:
San Jose resident David Godfrey wants to help the environment.  Only 13 years old, David has been researching renewable energy and working on several science projects in the hope that his ideas will one day help improve the environment.  David is also battling leukemia which makes him eligible for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  When given the opportunity to wish for anything, David decided to use his wish to help others.  He wants to meet scientists who are involved in renewable energy research and share his ideas with them.  Since there are so many alternative fuel industries, the Make-A-Wish Foundation decided to send David on an “Environmental Sojourn” over the course of the next year to meet with innovators and leaders in the field.

David’s visit to the U.S. Department of Energy’s Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory will be the third stop on his environmental sojourn.  The Lab has arranged a full afternoon of exploration for David, with opportunities to meet with scientists and see some of their projects.  
· Lunch with Berkeley Lab Deputy Director Paul Alivisatos and students

Topic: Helios and the Solar Energy Research Center: A Discussion About Advanced Energy Solutions
· Meeting with Arun Majumdar, Steve Selkowitz, Ashok Gadgil of the Lab’s Environmental Energy Technologies Division
Topic: Gathering the Low Hanging Fruit:  A Discussion on Energy Efficiency

· Brief Tour of Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory including a demonstration of the world’s most powerful microscope
· Meeting with Berkeley Lab Director and Nobel laureate Steve Chu

Topic: Energy Security and Global Climate Change: A Discussion with the Director on “What We Can Do About It?”

· Reception in David’s Honor

David will be driven to Berkeley Lab in a 100+ MPG plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) from the California Cars Initiative, a non-profit startup formed by entrepreneurs, engineers, environmentalists and consumers.  CalCars.org promotes PHEVs, which are like regular hybrids, but with larger batteries and the ability to re-charge from a standard outlet.  CalCars’ six-year campaign is succeeding in motivating carmakers to build PHEVs.  Founder Felix Kramer will be David’s personal chauffeur on Monday. 

Other opportunities are being arranged for David, including a ribbon cutting for a pilot alternative fuel project at LS9 in South San Francisco next month.  David’s wish is being celebrated as the Greater Bay Area chapter’s 5,000th wish.  More information on David’s Environmental Sojourn is available at www.makewish.org.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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