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Wish Kid to Visit South Bay Research Centers 

On His Sojourn to Help the Environment
24 September 2008 -- San Francisco:  San Jose resident David Godfrey is battling leukemia, which makes him eligible for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  Although he could wish for anything for himself, he wants to help the environment.  Only 13 years old, David has been researching renewable energy and working on a number of science projects in the hope that his ideas will one day help improve the environment.  His wish is to meet scientists who are involved in renewable energy research and share his ideas with them.  Since there are so many specific alternative fuel industries, the Make-A-Wish Foundation decided to send David on an “Environmental Sojourn” over the course of the year to meet with innovators and leaders in the field. 
David’s visit to Mountain View on Thursday, September 25, will be the fourth stop on his environmental sojourn.  He will spend the afternoon touring two different facilities.  Arriving in a Nissan Altima hybrid driven by Green Wheelz Livery, David will visit the Ames Exploration Center at NASA Ames Research Center at Moffett Field and then he will tour Bloom Energy, a fuel cell company.  He will also meet with Jonathan Trent, a NASA astrobiologist and leader of the new NASA GREEN team for green technology research at NASA Ames Research Center. 
David’s wish is being celebrated as the Greater Bay Area chapter’s 5,000th wish.  To learn more about David’s Environmental Sojourn go to www.makewish.org.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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