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New Members Added to the Young Professional Advisory Council 

At the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®
29 September 2008 -- San Francisco, CA: The Young Professional Advisory Council (YPAC) is now in its third year at the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  This group, consisting of business professionals under the age of 40, assists Make-A-Wish by acting as ambassadors in the community and soliciting gifts and grants from individuals, corporations and foundations to help fulfill the mission of the Foundation.  The committee now comprises 20 individuals.

New members, all residents of San Francisco, are:

· Aimee Berger, Brand Marketing Manager, Pottery Barn Teen - Aimee brings a wealth of experience in the movie and retail business, having worked at National Geographic Television, 20th Century Fox, Paramount Pictures and Gap, Inc., before joining Williams Sonoma, Inc.  
· Laura Boysen-Aragon, Latham & Watkins, LLP – Laura is a graduate of Columbia Law School as a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and Tony Patino Fellow.  Laura’s experience also includes working as Special Assistant to the Director of Policy in Governor Gray Davis’s administration.

· Eric Heritage, Channel Account Manager, Cisco Systems, Inc. – In his current position Eric works to extend Cisco’s distribution channel reach and develop broad marketing and overall business strategies for major channel partners.  Previously Eric worked in sales at Oracle.
· Shannon Hvidt, Assistant Property Manager, CAC Real Estate Management Company – Shannon’s role at CAC Real Estate involves preparing budgets, negotiating leases on behalf of owners and acting as liaison between the clients and owners.  Earlier in her career, Shannon was an Assistant Manager with Legacy Partners Commercial, managing a commercial portfolio that encompassed buildings from San Jose to San Francisco.
· Shaina Kerrigan, National Sales Manager, PRA Destination Management, Inc. – Shaina’s industry experience includes account management, on-site operations and program sales for a large number of events ranging in all sizes and scopes.  
· Jill Koenen, Catering Sales Manager, Bon Appetit – Jill was recruited by Bon Appetit for the opening of the new De Young Museum.  She plans, directs and executes sales, marketing, advertising and event planning on over 425 events each year, from weddings to exhibition openings.

· Derek Webster, Associate, Oliver Wyman – Derek is a recent graduate of the Stanford Graduate School of Business.  Prior to enrolling at Stanford, he was a Credit Card Product Specialist at E*TRADE FINANCIAL.  Derek joins YPAC after two years as a Board Fellow of Make-A-Wish.
“We are very excited that YPAC has come so far in the past few years,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “The professionalism and enthusiasm this group of individuals has shown for our mission has been contagious as they pursue new ways to advance our mission and obtain support to grant more wishes.  We are especially pleased to welcome these new talented individuals to the Make-A-Wish family.”     

All members serve a renewable term of two years.  Two members of YPAC serve as non-voting members of the Board of Directors.   

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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