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9th Annual Dylan Johnson Memorial Bowl-A-Thon 
To Raise Money for Make-A-Wish®
30 September 2008 -- San Francisco:  The Dylan Johnson Memorial Bowl-A-Thon is held in memory of two-year-old Dylan Johnson of Fremont who died of a rare genetic disorder in 2000.  Started and coordinated by Dylan’s mother, Veronica, the event has raised more than $70,000 since its inception in 2000.  This year’s event will be held on Saturday, October 18, at the Cloverleaf Family Bowl in Fremont.  Check-in is at 12:00 pm, with bowling starting at 1:00 pm.  The cost is $20 per person, which includes three games and shoe rental.  There will be a raffle with over 120 raffle prizes, a silent auction and a live auction.
Dylan was born with Ivemark Syndrome, a rare disorder that caused him to undergo a series of surgeries.  When Dylan was two, his mother contacted Make-A-Wish and heard that her son qualified to receive a wish.  Dylan loved Mickey Mouse and wanted to meet him.  The Foundation sent Dylan and his parents to Disneyland for a week.  He had a private meeting with many of the Disney characters, which brought a big smile to his face.  Unfortunately, ten days after Dylan’s dream meeting with Mickey he passed away.  To help ease her grieving, Veronica Johnson started to raise funds for Make-A-Wish.  Ever since her first Bowl-A-Thon in 2000, Veronica has donated all proceeds to Make-A-Wish, to help fund the wishes of other children with life-threatening illnesses.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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