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Marin Boy to Host Skate-4-A-Cause
For the Make-A-Wish® Foundation
30 September 2008 -- Fifteen-year-old Sam Vogel of Mill Valley and his friend Sam Klitsner will host their annual Skate-4-A-Cause skate-a-thon for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® on Sunday, October 19 from 1:00 – 5:00 pm at McInnis Skate Park in San Rafael.  This is the third year that Sam and his friend Sam have coordinated and planned all the details of this fundraiser.  Participants in Skate-4-A-Cause are asked to secure sponsors (family, friends, etc) who will give a certain amount for each trick the skaters attempt, or donate a flat amount.  Last year about 50 skaters participated in the event, and at last year’s event Sam raised over $9,000 in cash and in-kind donations.  His goal this year is to raise $20,000.  
“Sam and I hosted our first Skate-4-A-Cause in 2006 for our Bar Mitzvah,” said Sam Vogel.  “We liked hosting it so much that we decided to do it again each year.  The money I raised last year was enough to adopt the wish of four-year-old wish child Adrian who has leukemia and wished to go to Sea World.  I am so proud that I could directly help fund Adrian’s wish.”  

“We honored Sam as one of our Make-A-Wish Heroes for his donation the first year he hosted his skate-a-thon,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “We are so delighted that the boys decided to make this an annual event!  To set the goal of raising $20,000 is huge for anyone.  These young men are an inspiration and set a wonderful example for all of our funders.”
For more information on how you can support Sam in his efforts to help grant wishes email him at sam@949moto-x.com.
MEDIA NOTE:  Photos are available

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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