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Make-A-Wish Sends Fortuna Girl to Germany
09 October 2008 -- San Francisco:  Sixteen-year-old Haley Lutzow of Fortuna has neutropenia, a hematological disorder, which qualifies her for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  Haley has always been fascinated by the stories of her family roots, which are in Germany, but she’s never been there.  Some of her relatives, who are Holocaust survivors, still live in Germany.  When offered a chance to wish for anything, Haley decided she wanted to go to Germany, visit her relatives and learn more about the history and culture of the country.  So, on Tuesday, October 14, Haley, along with her mother, father and sister, will fly to Germany.  They will have several free days in Stuttgart.  Then they will depart via rail to Frankfurt where they will visit both the old and modern city, and then travel on to medieval town of Heidelberg, where they will have a tour of Heidelberg Castle. 
Some of Haley’s favorite things: 
· Color:
Neon green and bright orange
· Game:
Super Mario

· Subject:
History

· TV show:
DeGrassi High

· Actress:
Katherine Heigl

· Sport:
Baseball/softball

· Pet:

Dog Max and lizard Baby

MEDIA NOTE:  The family is available for interviews.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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