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Make-A-Wish® and SFPD Partner on New Fundraiser:
The SFPD Challenge
09 October 2008--The SFPD Challenge on Saturday, October 18, is three events in one – all hosted by the San Francisco Police Department to raise money for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  People who want to support Make-A-Wish have the opportunity to participate in a number of ways.  First, guests who order breakfast or lunch from 8:00 to 10:00 am at Cops & Coffee in the Buena Vista Café will be served by members of the SFPD, who will donate their service earnings to Make-A-Wish.  Those who feel more courageous may want to join approximately 100 police cadets at 10:00 am for the Plunge in the Bay, or just show their support by making a donation in the name of those who do the plunge.  The Cable Car Pull from 11:00 am – 2:00 pm pits two teams of four against each other to see who can pull a motorized cable car the fastest over a distance of 200 feet.  Each team raises money for Make-A-Wish by getting pledges of support.  Approximately 20 teams are expected to participate, including the San Francisco Police Department, San Francisco Fire Department and Coast Guard.  Everyone is invited to be part of the event by cheering on the teams of their choice.  The morning’s activities will include a raffle drawing, live music by Group Therapy, and plans for a water display from SFFD and Coast Guard fireboats, Chinese lion dancers and a visit from a cable car bell ringing champion.  In addition, several wish families will be on-hand to lend their support.  More information can be found at www.makewish.org/events.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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