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Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® 

Announces New Board Members
23 October 2008 -- The Board of Directors of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation unanimously approved the election of four new members to its governing body.  The newest additions to the board are:  

Carol Hartman, Principal, The Hartman Group – Carol has more than twenty years of recruiting and consulting experience for a variety of corporate and executive search clients.  She has board related experience with Claremont McKenna College Alumni Association and the Kuity Corporation where she chairs both the Nominating and Compensations committees.
Judi A. Rees, President, JMB Services, Inc. – Judi Rees has been president of JMB Services, Inc., which arranges customized convention housing for trade shows and conventions, since she founded the company in 1988.  Since early 1999, Judi has been an active participant in Make-A-Wish activities, including serving on the Board of Directors for three years.

Mike Smerklo, President and CEO ServiceSource – Mike Smerklo has been the CIO of ServiceSource since 2002.  He is responsible for advancing ServiceSource’s vision to deliver world-class service performance management to the technology industry.  Mike holds an MBA from the Kellogg Graduate School of Management.
Amy Parkinson Underwood, Civic Leader – After attending the very first Wine and Wishes in 2002, Amy took on the daunting task of co-chairing Wine and Wishes since 2005 and has been part of making it a tremendous success.  Amy is a busy mother of three boys, is actively involved in her community and has served continuously since 2004 in various capacities in Hillsborough schools.
“Each year I am so gratified to welcome such strong Board members offering diverse and impressive backgrounds and expertise,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “Our Board of Directors thoroughly understands the compassion and commitment of our mission, and supports our efforts in a myriad of ways to be sure we exceed the expectations of every child whose wish we fulfill.  Their expertise allows us to grant each wish, over 300 per year, without ever having a waiting list.”
Officers are: Dawn Belardinelli, MD Chairperson; Rick Rice, Vice-Chair; David Millstein, Treasurer; and Graham Freeman, Secretary. 

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,800 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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