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SFPD Challenge - Over $29,000 Raised for Make-A-Wish
23 October 2008 -- The SFPD Challenge, hosted by the San Francisco Police Department for Make-A-Wish, raised over $29,000 this year.  Held on October 18 in Aquatic Park, the Challenge was actually three events in one.  The Cable Car Pull was perhaps the most challenging.  Twenty corporate, social service and family teams competed against each other in two categories, to see who could pull a motorized cable car the fastest over a distance of 200 feet.  Team Oliver Wyman came in first in the civilian team category with a 31.01 second pull and Team KTVU lead by Anchor Frank Somerville came in a close second with 31.7 seconds.  In the service category, SFFD Station #1 brought home the top finish time all around with 28.04 with SFFD Station #7 and the SFO PD was close behind.   

Other events during the day included Cops and Coffee at The Buena Vista Café where guests who ordered breakfast or lunch were served by members of the SFPD, who donated their tips to Make-A-Wish and the Plunge in the Bay, where approximately 50 police cadets raised pledges for their courageous participation of marching into the frigid waters of San Francisco Bay.  The event was rounded out with Chinese lion dancers, a water display from SFPD fireboats, live music, a visit from Lou Seal of the San Francisco Giants and a demonstration by the cable car bell ringing champ.  More information can be found at www.makewish.org/events.

SFPD Event Sponsors include:
· Alsco

· Bauer’s Intelligent Transportation

· Bright Idea

· Carol Keene and Associates

· East Bay Screen Print

· Gap Inc.

· Group Therapy 

· Hartmann Studios

MEDIA NOTE: Photos are available

· Jaidin Consulting Group, LLC 

· Noah’s

· RREEF Alternative Investments

· San Francisco Fire Fighters

· Signographics

· Starbucks

· The Buena Vista Café
· Waste Management
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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