[image: image1.jpg]GREATER BAY AREA CHAPTER





235 Pine Street, 6th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104-4313

415 982-9474

415 982-0444 fax

www.makewish.org

Media Contact: Elaine Kauffman
415/982-9474 / ekauffman@makewish.org
Marin Boy’s Skate-4-A-Cause
Raises Over $15,000 for Make-A-Wish® 
27 October 2008 -- Fifteen-year-old Sam Vogel of Mill Valley raised over $15,000 for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® at his Skate-4-A-Cause skate-a-thon on Sunday, October 19, and donations are still coming in.  This is the third year that Sam and his friend Sam Klitsner have coordinated and planned all the details of this fundraiser, held at McInnis Park in San Rafael.  Participants were asked to secure sponsors who donated $.25 for each trick the skaters attempted, or they could contribute a flat amount.  Some of Sam’s sponsors included Battens ‘N’ Boards, BCCI, Compass Solutions, Jetset Energy Drinks, Prooflab, Snowbomb, Street Corner, Thrasher, Tres Propaganda and Triumph.  
A special guest at the event was nineteen-year-old wish kid, Ryan Russell, who spoke to the skaters from the perspective of one who is receiving a wish.  Ryan has congenital heart disease which precludes him from participating in many activities, including skateboarding, as he told the crowd on Sunday.  Since Ryan was little he always wanted to learn to fly.  So, his wish of taking paragliding lessons is currently underway, courtesy of Make-A-Wish.  He praised the participants for all their efforts to raise funds to help make wishes like his come true.
Contributions are still being accepted by Skate-4-A-Cause. For more information on how you can support Sam in his efforts to help grant wishes email him at sam@949moto-x.com.
MEDIA NOTE:  Photos are available

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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