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Make-A-Wish Sends Salinas Girl to England & France
29 October 2008 -- San Francisco:  Seventeen-year-old Alyssa Alvarez of Salinas has leukemia which qualifies her for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  When Alyssa was visited by volunteer wish grantors, she said that she and her family had been through so much since her diagnosis that she just wanted a short amount of time for them to be together to forget about her illness.  So, for her wish Alyssa decided she wanted to travel to England and France to compare the different cultures, sites and lifestyles of these two countries.  Alyssa’s wish will come true on Saturday, November 1, when she and her family fly to Paris.  On their first day in Paris they will be given a tour of all the major sites, and then have two days free to explore on their own.  Then, on Thursday the family will take the train from Paris to London, where they will tour such sites as the Tower of London and Madame Tussaud’s waxworks museum.
Some of Alyssa’s favorite things: 
· Color:
Pink
· Books:
Vampire books, mysteries

· Subject:
Science, math

· Music:
R&B, hip hop

· Group:
Supremes

· Movie:
Little Shop of Horrors

· TV show:
Law & Order

· Actor:
Channing Tatum

· Sport:
Basketball

· Pet:

Her Yorkie, Precious

· Interests:
Art, painting

MEDIA NOTE:  The family is available for interviews.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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