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Macy’s Holiday Campaign for Make-A-Wish®
12 November 2008 – Macy’s is launching a new, national holiday campaign called Believe that will capture the heart of the holiday with a season-long effort to support Make-A-Wish.  Based on the New York Sun’s famous, “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus” letter from 1897, the campaign encourages children across the country to drop off their letters – stamped and addressed to “Santa At The North Pole” – at a Macy’s Santa Mail letterbox, which can be found in all Macy’s stores.  For each letter received, Macy’s will donate $1 to the Make-A-Wish Foundation, up to $1 million.  Believe stations will be located in every store and will feature a Believe Meter, letter-writing station and an official R.H. Macy Santa Mail letterbox.  
“At Make-A-Wish we see every day how the magic of believing can affect a child’s life,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  “Whether a child has wished to meet Sleeping Beauty, swim with dolphins or have a new puppy, the impact that wish has on that child and her family is transformational.  The Believe campaign blends the universal belief children have in the magic of Santa Claus with the individual hope and joy that results from each sick child’s wish come true.”

By the simple act of having your child mail his letter to Santa from a Macy’s store, you and your child will contribute to making life-affirming wishes come true right here in the Bay Area.  Each $1 donation will add up to help pay for items like the following on a wish:
$1 = 
postage

$10 =
one set of personalized Mickey ears at Disneyland

$50 = 
a theme park breakfast for a family of four

$75 = 
a game and software program for a computer wish

$100 =  one night’s stay in a hotel

Believe was inspired by the letter to the editor written by eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon in 1897 asking if there is a Santa Claus.  Newsman Francis P. Church responded with a poignantly worded essay on the importance of believing, including the famous line, “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.  He exists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist…”   
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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