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Frequent Flier Miles Fulfill Magical Wishes

For the Make-A-Wish Foundation®
17 November 2008 -- San Francisco:   “I wish to go to Germany to learn about my family’s roots.”  “I wish to go to Hawaii to dance the hula.”  “I wish to go to Kennedy Space Center.”  So many of the wishes made to the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation by children with life-threatening medical conditions require travel, and as we all know, travel is getting more and more expensive.  With the ever-increasing cost of fuel and additional surcharges added to flight tickets, the Foundation faces ever growing challenges in its goal of not having to limit a child’s wish due to the lack of funds.  Fortunately, to help lower the cost of travel wishes, the Make-A-Wish Foundation of America has developed a partnership with a number of airlines which allow members of their frequent flier programs to donate their unused miles to charity.  Donated miles make it possible for the Foundation to allow families to travel anywhere, despite the poor economy and rising fuel costs.  The Foundation is asking everyone to consider donating their airline miles to help grant wishes.  While the miles sitting in individual frequent flier accounts are subject to blackout periods and reduced inventory, the airlines generously waive all those restrictions for Make-A-Wish.  This means miles that may not be useable to individuals will mean all the difference to children hoping to receive their special travel wishes.

Consider ten-year-old Elaine.  Her wish was to go to Alaska to watch what is called “The Last Great Race on Earth,” the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.  Elaine not only had a chance to witness this Alaska tradition, but had the once-in-a-lifetime experience of riding with four-time Iditarod champion, Jeff King during the ceremonial start of the race.  Fifteen-year-old Miles and 18-year-old Andrew flew to Beijing to attend the 2008 Olympic Games.  Miles wished to watch the U.S. Men's Volleyball Team compete at the games and he had the opportunity to meet with each of the players as well as warm-up with the team one morning before their match.  Andrew was interested in seeing the track & field events, and thoroughly enjoyed experiencing being in China and mingling with people of different cultures and personalities.  Both teens had the experience of a lifetime.  
The average cost of a wish is now approximately $10,000.  The need for frequent flier miles is greater than ever.  For a complete listing of participating airlines and detailed contribution procedures, visit the Make-A-Wish Foundation’s website at www.wish.org, or call 800/722-WISH.   

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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