[image: image1.jpg]GREATER BAY AREA CHAPTER





235 Pine Street, 6th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104-4313

415 982-9474

415 982-0444 fax

www.makewish.org

Media Contact: Elaine Kauffman
415/982-9474 / ekauffman@makewish.org 
Monterey Bay Gala Raises Over $475,000 for the

Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®
11 November 2008 – The Monterey Bay Gala, held on Saturday, November 8, at Tehama Golf and Country Club in Carmel raised over $475,000 in cash and another $150,000+ in in-kind contributions for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “This was the eighth year that the Monterey Bay community came together to support Make-A-Wish®,” noted Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area chapter.  “Considering the economic climate, we were unsure how successful this event would be, but the results far exceeded our expectations and I am thrilled.  We are most grateful to the Gala committee and all of our donors in the Monterey Bay area for their commitment to this event, Make-A-Wish and the children we serve.” 

Seventeen live auction lots offered one-of-a-kind experiences, including a private Warner Bros. Studio tour and tickets to The Ellen Degeneres Show which raised $21,000; VIP access to Pebble Beach Food & Wine that brought in $17,500, and tickets to the Los Angeles premiere of Clint Eastwood’s film Gran Torino which netted $14,000.  Silent auction items, including jewelry, art, mini-vacations and Clint Eastwood memorabilia, doubled in revenue over last year.  The sold-out event featured cocktails on the terrace, a gourmet dinner and remarks by guest Wish Ambassador Melissa Pappageorgas from Monterey whose wish was granted in 2001.  A special highlight of the evening was when the audience was treated to a performance by world-class entertainer Josh Groban.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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