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Local Make-A-Wish® Chapter Receives Four-Star Rating 
From Charity Navigator
24 November 2008 - The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® has been awarded a four-star rating (highest available) from Charity Navigator for the third consecutive year.  According to Charity Navigator, “Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish consistently executes its mission in a fiscally responsible way, and outperforms most other charities in America.  This ‘exceptional’ designation from Charity Navigator differentiates Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Greater Bay Area from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust.”  Charity Navigator is widely-considered to be the country’s most respected and influential independent charity rating group.  Of all charities rated by Charity Navigator, only 10% have received three consecutive four-star ratings.  

“We are thrilled to be recognized in this way, which is a tribute to our board, our staff and our many volunteers who help us keep administrative costs to a minimum,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “In this economy, as more and more donors are looking to invest in fiscally-responsible non-profits, this rating confirms our commitment to our mission.  We have one commitment, and this is to grant magical wishes to children with life-threatening medical conditions.  A wish provides a sick child and his family with a much needed respite from their medical traumas, and provides them with hope, strength and joy.  We are grateful that our donors realize that their contributions have a direct impact on this need, especially during the current economic climate.”

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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