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Wish Kid to Visit Dept of Energy’s “Crown Jewel”
Will Travel to National Renewable Energy Lab in Colorado
18 November 2008 -- San Francisco:  Fourteen-year-old David Godfrey is about to embark on the next phase of his environmental sojourn wish, when he visits the Department of Energy’s “crown jewel,” the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) in Golden, Colorado.  The NREL is the nation’s primary laboratory for renewable energy and energy efficiency research and development.  The laboratory's scientists and researchers support critical market objectives to accelerate research from scientific innovations to market-viable alternative energy solutions.  Although he is battling leukemia, David has been researching renewable energy and working on a number of science projects in the hope that his ideas will one day help improve the environment.  So, while at the NREL David will have first-hand experience meeting the scientists who are working on the very problems he has been concerned about, and seeing cutting edge renewable energy research in action.   
David and his mother and father, will visit the NREL on Friday, November 21.  David will have a full day of meetings and demonstrations, including:

· A tour and discussion regarding solar research

· A tour of the Genetic Engineering Laboratory and Algae Growth Facility

· A demonstration of advanced vehicles, including the Plug-in Hybrid Electric Toyota Prius and Neighborhood Electric GEM car, among others.

· A briefing and tour regarding renewable fuels research

· A tour of the National Wind Technology Center

As part of his wish, David and his family will be driven to and from San Francisco Airport courtesy of Planettran, the nation’s first eco-friendly car service, which uses only environmentally-friendly hybrid vehicles.  David’s wish began in June when he was given the “Environmental Trailblazer” award by the San Francisco Business Times at their Green Business Awards.  Since then he has visited Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers; the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory; NASA Ames Research Center and Bloom Energy, all located here in the Bay Area.  David’s wish is being celebrated as the Greater Bay Area chapter’s 5,000th wish.  To learn more about David’s Environmental Sojourn go to www.makewish.org.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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