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Emeryville Wish Child to Light
Ritz-Carlton Holiday Tree

25 November 2008 -- Ten-year-old Gia Glover of Emeryville will have the honor of lighting the 40-foot holiday tree on the Ritz-Carlton, San Francisco’s porte cochere on Tuesday, December 2 at 6:00 pm.  Master of Ceremonies, Tom Sinkovitz of NBC 11, will be on hand to provide assistance.  This special evening includes Dickens-era costumed carolers, heraldic trumpets leading a sing-along, complimentary hot refreshments and visits with Santa after the ceremony.  

Gia has sickle cell anemia and lives with her grandparents.  She told her wish grantors that her Emeryville home was the first “real home” she ever had, so she had already decided that she wanted a bedroom makeover.  Gia has a very clear idea of what she wants her bedroom to look like and has many of the details already picked out.  One special touch she would like is blue walls with painted green fairies, purple pieces of candy and white hearts.  Gia enjoys doing art projects and suggested that it might be fun if she could color in her own fairies, etc., if they were stenciled on the wall.  The Make-A-Wish staff and Gia’s wish grantors are currently working on fulfilling Gia’s special wish.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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