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Teen’s Wish for Paragliding Lessons
10 December 2008 -- San Francisco:  Eighteen-year-old Ryan Russell of Corte Madera has congenital heart disease which precludes him from participating in many sports and activities.  Since he was little, however, Ryan has been fascinated with birds, watching them as they soar, and he has always wanted to learn to fly.  So, with his doctor’s approval, Ryan was granted paragliding lessons at the Merlin Flight School in San Anselmo by the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  The chapter also purchased paragliding equipment for him.  Ryan had his first paragliding lesson at the end of October, when he flew in the air for six times, each lasting about 15 seconds.  He said the experience was “amazing.”  Now after three lessons, he is learning the subtleties of steering in the wind.  He still has ten more lessons to go.
Some of Ryan’s favorite things:

· Color:
Blue
· Game:
Halo

· Class:
Drama

· Music:
Trance

· Movie:
Pride and Prejudice

· TV show:
Lost

· Actor:
Robin Williams

· Pet:

Dachshund

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,700 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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