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Wish Child to Learn About Geothermal and Solar Energy
13 January 2009 -- San Francisco:  Fourteen-year-old David Godfrey of San Jose has leukemia, which makes him eligible to receive a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  When he met with his wish grantors he said that his wish was to help save the environment.  David’s special interest in renewable energy was the catalyst that encouraged the wish-granting organization to send David on an “environmental sojourn,” as a way for him to meet scientists and discuss his ideas to improve the environment.  As part of his wish he has already visited the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, Bloom Energy, NASA Ames Research Center and the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, among others.  
On Monday, January 19, David will travel to wine country to visit two companies that are on the forefront of environmental conservation.  His day will begin when he is picked up in an all-electric, zero-emission Tesla Roadster, compliments of Tesla Motors of San Carlos.  The Roadster is the only highway-capable production electric car of any kind for sale in the U.S.  David’s first stop will be the ThermaSource Corporate Office in Santa Rosa.  ThermaSource is a leader in geothermal drilling, which has been expanding its service to meet the growing geothermal demand worldwide.  During David’s visit he will meet with geologists, drilling engineers and geothermal industry leaders for a presentation and open discussion.  Shortly thereafter, David and his family will travel to Bottle Rock Power Plant in Lake County, where ThermaSource is drilling steam wells.  While at Bottle Rock they will be given a tour of Rig 108, the tallest drilling rig in California, and tour the Bottle Rock geothermal power plant.
Then the Tesla Roadster will whisk David off to Far Niente Winery in Oakville.  This forward-thinking winery has installed the world’s first photovoltaic solar panels on pontoons floating on its irrigation pond – another first for the Bay Area.  The system is known as a Floatovoltaic™ solar array, the first-ever system and technology of its kind in the solar industry.  Wanting to invest in solar energy, but concerned about the amount of arable land that would have been given over to solar panels, the winery decided to try placing photovoltaic panels on the pond.  David will learn how the Floatovoltaic installation of nearly 1,000 solar panels creatively couples solar power with water.  While at Far Niente, the Tesla Roadster will be recharged for its return trip with power generated by the floating solar panels.  David’s wish is being celebrated as the Greater Bay Area chapter’s 5,000th wish.  To learn more about David’s Environmental Sojourn go to www.makewish.org.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and will soon fulfill its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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