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Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® Joins Fellow Chapters
To Celebrate 10,000 UAW-GM Wishes

Oakland Boy’s Wish Selected to Honor Decade-long Partnership

14 January 2009 -- San Francisco:  For ten years and nearly 10,000 wishes, the International Union, UAW, and the General Motors Corporation have been invaluable partners in helping the Make-A-Wish Foundation grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions nationwide.  To celebrate reaching the 10,000th wish nationwide, the UAW-GM Center for Human Resources is sponsoring a wish in each of the 66 Make-A-Wish® chapters.  
The Greater Bay Area chapter has selected Joseph Ronquillo, age 16, of Oakland to honor this national milestone.  Joseph, who is battling medulloblastoma, has wished for a trip to Hawaii.  Local GM dealership, F.H. Dailey Chevrolet in San Leandro, will help kick-off Joseph’s wish by hosting an Hawaiian luau send-off party on Saturday, January 17, at 1:00 pm.  Joseph’s family and special guests will gather for refreshments and entertainment to put Joseph in “an island frame of mind.”  Accompanied by his father and brother, Joseph will then be flying to Hawaii on Thursday, January 22 and returning on Tuesday, January 27.     

“UAW-GM has made supporting the Make-A-Wish Foundation a part of its culture, and nearly 10,000 children have enjoyed memorable, magical wish experiences as a result,” said David Williams, Make-A-Wish Foundation of America president and chief executive officer. “Regardless of the challenges the economy has faced during our decade-long partnership, UAW-GM has always made our wish kids and their heartfelt wishes top priority in its community outreach efforts.”

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and will soon fulfill its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 

About UAW-GM

In 1999, the International Union, UAW and the General Motors Corporation announced a national sponsorship of the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  Together, they are committed to helping grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions.  This initiative is an extension of their common goals and beliefs – a commitment to community, family and helping those who need it most.

UAW and GM have helped to grant thousands of wishes.  In addition, their sponsorship has helped raise funds for the Foundation through GM dealer donations and community-based promotions.  With the help of Make-A-Wish volunteers and other generous people, they are truly Making Smiles Standard Equipment® for wish children all over the country.

About the Make-A-Wish Foundation of America
The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy. Born in 1980 when a group of caring volunteers helped a young boy fulfill his dream of becoming a police officer, the Foundation is now the largest wish-granting charity in the world, with 66 chapters in the United States and its territories. With the help of generous donors and nearly 25,000 volunteers, the Make-A-Wish Foundation grants a wish every 40 minutes and has granted more than 167,000 wishes in the U.S. since inception. For more information about the Make-A-Wish Foundation, visit www.wish.org and discover how you can share the power of a wish®. 
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