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Sold-Out Wine and Wishes Testament to Donor Support of Bay Area Non-profit
2 February 2009 -- San Francisco:  The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation’s fundraiser Wine and Wishes, being held at Treasure Island on Saturday, February 7, is a demonstration of how deeply committed the organization’s donors are to helping grant the wishes of children with life-threatening illnesses.  Despite the economic downturn, both the Gourmet Food & Wine Tasting, capacity 800, and the more intimate Winemaker Dinner for 400 guests, will top attendance totals from last year.  

“We are stunned at the response we have received on this event,” noted Patricia Wilson, Executive Director.  “From the 60 vendors who are donating staff and gourmet offerings on a Saturday night, to corporate donors sponsoring the event, media sponsors who provided pro-bono promotion, and the hundreds of ticket buyers, we are thrilled – in fact, I am overwhelmed.  In many cases, these individuals and businesses have been forced to cut back on their charitable giving but remain strong supporters of our cause.  They realize that the number of children diagnosed with life-threatening medical conditions continues to grow and the need to grant magical wishes has not slowed down along with the economy.  This support is certainly a testament to the integrity of our mission and the children who need us.”
Those in attendance will be shown in a variety of ways how their contributions are directly affecting sick children in the Bay Area.  The chapter will share photos and stories on several wishes, including James from San Francisco whose wish was to meet Barack Obama, and Haleigh who traveled from Indiana to be a pastry chef in San Francisco.  A wish parent will speak to the dinner guests about his experience dealing with his son’s illness, and how he has spent the past several years supporting Make-A-Wish as a volunteer and fundraiser, after his son was granted his wish to meet the San Francisco Giants.  The sold-out crowd will also learn about several milestones that are being celebrated by the chapter.  In 2009 the chapter is celebrating its 25th anniversary, and its 5,000th wish.  In fact the milestone wish, David’s wish to help the environment, has been the catalyst for the chapter to go “green” for this and future events.  The chapter is working with Golden Gate Disposable Debris Box Services to recycle and compost all waste at the event.  A Natura® water filtration system will be used, meaning that individual water bottles have been eliminated.  In addition, all new signage will be digital, and 100% compostable bambu All Occasion Veneerware® plates and serving ware will be used for the first time.  
For more information on Wine and Wishes go to www.makewish.org.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org.
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