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Novato Teen’s Wish to Go to Egypt
11 February 2009 -- San Francisco:  Fifteen-year-old Novato resident, Matthew Kummerfeldt, had a kidney transplant in August 2008.  Matthew is now doing very well, but because of his battle with renal disease and his condition as a transplant recipient, he is eligible for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  Matthew loves history.  His feeling is that everything in the US is “new” and always thought it would be interesting to travel somewhere to see the remains of a much older civilization.  So, Matthew’s wish is to travel to Egypt to see the ancient sites there.  
On Sunday, February 15, Matthew, along with his mother and brother, will fly to Cairo.  There he and his family will tour the Egyptian Museum of Antiquities, which includes the treasures from Tutankhamen’s Tomb, and visit Old Cairo, the Great Pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx.  Next they will fly to Aswan, from which they will embark on a four-day cruise down the Nile to see more ancient sites.  Along their cruise they will stop at the Temple of Horus, the Valley of Kings and the temples of Luxor and Karnak. 
Some of Matthew’s favorite things:

· Color:
Green
· Book:
Hatchet

· Game:
Starcraft

· Subject:
Digital Arts, Design

· Music:
Rock & Roll

· Movie:
Storm of the Century

· TV show:
Lost

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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