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8th Annual Wine & Wishes Raises Funds for Children’s Wishes
12 February 2009 -- San Francisco:  Wine and Wishes, a benefit for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®, exceeded expectations this year, considering the downturn in the economy.  Combining contributions from ticket sales, live and silent auctions, and corporate sponsorships, the event raised $489,183, plus over $200,000 in in-kind donations, to help grant the wishes of children with life-threatening illnesses.  Both the Gourmet Food & Wine Tasting, with 900 guests, and the exclusive Winemaker Dinner for 400 sold out prior to the event.  
“Although the event did not generate as much revenue as last year, we are thrilled and feel the results are impressive,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “I can’t begin to express our gratitude to everyone who supported this event, even though many of our vendors and sponsors have had to cut back on their charity giving in other areas.  The support of our patrons, corporate sponsors, vendors and in-kind contributors is a testament to their understanding that children can’t wait for the economy to improve before they can be granted their wishes.  The much-needed funds raised at the event will be put to immediate and magical use.”
Held on February 7, 2009 on Treasure Island, Wine and Wishes featured a four-course dinner created by four of the Bay Area’s top celebrity chefs, including Daniel Patterson of COI Restaurant; Elizabeth Falkner, Citizen Cake and Orson; Roland Passot, La Folie; and Emily Luchetti of Farallon and Waterbar.  In addition, top-notch chefs from over 30 other restaurants, including The Slanted Door, Millennium, Farallon and The Dining Room at the Ritz-Carlton, offered a sumptuous array of hor d’oeuvres during the Gourmet Food & Wine Tasting.  Over 35 wineries, including Far Niente, Cakebread Cellars, Saintsbury and The Hess Collection, offered tastings of their signature wines.
One highlight of the evening was when Lark Creek Restaurant Group CFO Jon Gologorsky and One Market Restaurant Pastry Chef Patti Dellamonica-Bauler presented a check for $20,020 to the Foundation.  The check represented money raised for the Foundation at all Lark Creek restaurants in November through their Gingerbread Wishes promotion.  Inspired by the wish for a healing garden that Gologorsky’s niece, Rebecca, had in 2007, Gingerbread Wishes has raised over $32,000 in two years. 
Chef Passot not only created the main course for the event, he also offered a Small Plates Lounge Party for 20 at Jax Vineyards as an auction lot.  Generously offering to host this event twice, the lot went for $24,000 total.  Competitive bidding occurred with several other lots, including the honor to host the Chef’s table at next year’s event ($10,000), the opportunity for one lucky child to be Weathercaster for the Day at KRON 4 (also offered twice for $8,000), a behind-the-scenes evening at the new Academy of Sciences ($6500) and a coveted Grace Legacy 3L Etched Bottle of wine from Grace Family Vineyards ($6000).  Other impressive lots included Adopt-A-Wish® where bidders pledge $1,000 to help fund wishes, and an opportunity to honor 25 years of granting wishes through supporting Make-A-Wish’s new Club 25, a monthly donor club where $25 is automatically charged to the donor’s credit card each month.  Next year’s Wine and Wishes will be held on Saturday, February 6, 2010.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and will soon fulfill its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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