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Nine-Year-Old Boy’s Wish to Have a French Chef Experience
19 February 2009 -- San Francisco:  Nine-year-old Tien Leou-On is battling lupus, which qualifies him for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  When asked what he most wished for, Tien said he wanted to go to Paris to eat crepes.  Unfortunately, because Tien is on dialysis three days a week, his doctor could not approve his wish to travel.  So, the Foundation decided to bring Paris to Tien for his wish.  Working with Executive Chef Roland Passot of La Folie to help make Tien’s wish come true, the Foundation has arranged for the Left Bank Restaurant in San Mateo to host Tien and his family on Sunday, February 22, for a special cooking experience where he will learn how to make crepes.  After checking in at the Sofitel San Francisco Bay, known for luxury with a French flair, Tien will be driven to the restaurant to meet and work with Chef Roland and Left Bank Executive Chef, Chris Joslyn in the kitchen during the afternoon, creating and cooking a special menu for Sunday evening, including his favorite, crepes.  After his cooking experience, Tien will return to the Sofitel to freshen up for his special evening at Left Bank.

With the restaurant decorated in a Parisian theme, including a replica of the Eiffel Tower, staff and guests will welcome Tien and his family for their 5:30 pm dinner reservation.  Among the VIPs who plan to be present will be San Mateo Police Chief Susan Manheimer, who helped spread the word on Tien’s wish to the Chamber of Commerce and other community organizations.  As the evening’s Guest Celebrity Chef, Tien will have the honor of having a special crepe dessert on the menu in his name.  In addition, each dinner guest will receive an amuse bouche created that afternoon by Chef Tien.  The restaurant is hosting an “open house” for Tien and invites the public to stop by, even for a drink, to help celebrate Tien’s wish, and be on hand to witness the several surprises that are in store for Chef Tien that evening.  The restaurant will also be accepting donations for Make-A-Wish to help the Foundation continue to grant magical wishes for all children with life-threatening illnesses.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org.
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