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Media contact: Elaine Kauffman // ekauffman@makewish.org // 415/982-9474 
Local Businesses Help Teen’s Car Refurbishment Wish Come True
Request for On-Site Coverage
WHAT:
Eighteen-year-old Jesus Alcantar of Gilroy, who has lupus, will see the unveiling of his refurbished 1995 Honda Civic
WHERE:
MAACO Auto Paint & Auto Body Repair Service 



80 Pullman Way

San Jose, CA   95111

408/227-8777
WHEN:
Thursday, February 26, 2009


5:30 pm 

WHO:
In attendance will be Jesus “Chuy” Alcantar and family, and representatives from MAACO
DETAIL:
Before contracting lupus, Jesus was a very active young man who liked to play sports, especially football and baseball.  Since his illness, however, he has not been able to engage in any physical activity.  So, Jesus has been putting much of his energy into his car, a 1995 Honda Civic.  When asked about his wish, Jesus was ready with a list of improvements he wanted made on his car.  Before his wish could be granted, however, Jesus needed to make a commitment to save money for insurance, study for his driver’s license exam and have his car registered and insured under his own name.  At the same time, the chapter office contacted MAACO in San Jose to see if they would be willing to help grant Jesus’ wish.  The Pullman Way MAACO managers Tony Amarante, Ernest Furtado and Willie Allen agreed to help, and their entire crew went above and beyond to make Jesus’ wish come true.  Having met all of his commitments, Jesus will see the new version of his car for the first time at the unveiling.  The cost to have the job done at retail is valued at over $5,000.  However, 60% of materials and labor were donated by MAACO, as well as MAACO securing donations and labor from other local businesses.
LIST OF VENDORS WHO PROVIDED PARTS AND LABOR:

· MAACO Auto Paint & Auto Body Repair of San Jose – championed the entire project, as well as providing body work, shaved door handles and painting the car purple, at Jesus’ request
· America’s Tire Company – 4x100 DRAG DR9 wheel rims
· Cellular Universe – state-of-the-art sound system and car alarm
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and will soon fulfill its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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