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Aspiring Actress Receives Star Treatment on Set of Movie “Snowmen” Thanks to Make-A-Wish Foundation® and Mpower Pictures

11-year-old Benicia girl featured as key cast member in Ray Liotta’s latest movie

20 March 2009 - - San Francisco:  Eleven-year-old Benicia resident, Kelsey Cassick, is battling leukemia.  Her dream is to be an actress someday.  When asked by the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation for her fondest wish, she had one answer – to be an extra in a movie. 

On Friday, March 13, Kelsey enjoyed life as a star for a day when she was cast for a role in “Snowmen,” a full-length feature from Mpower Pictures being filmed in the Park City, Utah, area.  For her wish experience, Kelsey spent a day on the set. She prepared for her role by getting settled in her trailer and then going through make-up and wardrobe along with the “Snowmen” cast.  Kelsey enjoyed plenty of time on the set with director Robert Kirbyson, cast members such as Ray Liotta, Bobby Coleman Bobb’e J. Thompson and Josh Flitter who gave her a behind-the-scenes look at the production.  Kelsey also had lunch with the cast and even had time for snow tubing with some of the movie’s young actors before getting in front of the camera to shoot the final scene of the day.

“We were thrilled to have such a vibrant young actress grace our set,” said producer Stephen McEveety (“Braveheart,” “The Passion of the Christ”). “This film is about living life with a passion, and Kelsey embodied the spirit of our film, which our cast and crew really appreciated.” 

Written and directed by Kirbyson, “Snowmen” is a classic underdog story inspired in part by Kirbyson’s own childhood adventures. The family film follows three misfit boys on a quest to set a new world record. Against a wintery canvas, the trio embarks on a series of adventures seeking that one “thing” they might do better than anyone else in the world.  “Snowmen” stars Ray Liotta, Christopher Lloyd, Beverley Mitchell, Bobby Coleman and Bobb’e J. Thompson and Josh Flitter.

About Mpower Pictures

Mpower Pictures seeks to create films that have profound cultural impact, high entertainment value, and which will inspire audiences. At its core, the company’s mission is to “empower” both the artist and the audience by telling stories that are compelling, entertaining, bold and uncompromising. 

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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