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Bay Area School Kids Collect Coins for Make-A-Wish®
Thousands of Coins to be Delivered to SF Bank on Friday 
31 March 2009  - San Francisco:  After months of money pouring out of San Francisco’s financial district, thousands of Bay Area children have come together to make a huge deposit in San Francisco on Friday, April 3, all to fund the wishes of sick children.  Children in kindergarten through high school from over 40 schools as far away as Redding and Monterey signed on to collect money through the month of March for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® and its Pocketful of Wishes program.  Coins from these schools will be delivered to First Republic Bank at 111 Pine Street, San Francisco, at 2:00 pm to be counted and deposited.

Since many of the participating schools are located in the San Francisco area, a special “Wish Mobile” will travel to a select number of schools on Friday morning to collect all their coins.  The Wish Mobile, decorated with photos of wish kids and carrying Make-A-Wish staff, volunteers and a former wish child, will visit South Hillsborough School in Hillsborough, Cabrillo Elementary School in Pacifica, South San Francisco High School in South San Francisco and Marina Middle School in San Francisco, to pick up the specially designed coin boxes that were filled by students during the month of March.  At each stop, during a brief hand-off ceremony, school student representatives will be acknowledged for their hard work and have the chance to interact with the Make-A-Wish representatives.  The Wish Mobile will make its last stop at First Republic Bank. 
“Make-A-Wish Foundation does outstanding work for children throughout Northern California, and First Republic is delighted to support an organization that is so devoted to children,” said Katherine August-deWilde, President of First Republic Bank.   “On behalf of everyone at First Republic, I want to congratulate all of the children who donated so generously and thoughtfully to make very special wishes come true for others.”
Not just children have caught on to the coin-collecting craze for Make-A-Wish.  Several downtown businesses, including 50 California Street, and several properties managed by Shorenstein Properties LLC and Colliers International will be delivering the results of their own coin drives, as well.  According to Lisa Vogel, Vice President-District Manager of RREEF Leasing & Property Management, “We couldn’t imagine a simpler way for our tenants to join us in raising money to help grant wishes.  Knowing that school children around the Bay Area were committed to this project made it that much easier to convince businesspeople downtown to contribute, as well.  We feel privileged to join the children in making our donation to Make-A-Wish.”
Anyone who would like to be part of this event is invited to add their own coins to the drive, and drop them off at the Make-A-Wish office at 235 Pine Street in San Francisco.   “This economy has been brutal for many forms of fundraising, but we are thrilled to see increases in our grassroots efforts,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “People may not be in a position to give as much this year, but more individuals seem to be stepping forward with modest gifts, which has been our life line.  Of course, there is nothing like the role model of these young children who are teaching us all an important philanthropy lesson!   We welcome everyone to join us in this wonderful celebration, where children will be helping to fund wishes for other children.”  
Supporters of Pocketful of Wishes include:  The Louis R. Lurie Foundation, the Mellam Family Foundation, Golden Bear Packaging, Otis Spunkmeyer Cookies and First Republic Bank.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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