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Media contact: Elaine Kauffman // ekauffman@makewish.org // 415/982-9474 
On-site contact:  Heather Risinger // heather@iflyhollywood.com // 949/939-3548
Twelve-Year-Old’s Wish to Experience Weightlessness
Request for On-Site Coverage

WHAT:

Nicholas Gebhardt’s wish to experience weightlessness at iFLY SF Bay
WHERE:
iFLY SF Bay


31310 Alvarado-Niles Road



Union City
WHEN:

Wednesday, April 15, 2009


2:30 pm 
DETAIL:  
Twelve-year-old Nicholas Gebhardt has a Wilms' tumor and lives in Coventry, CT.  Ultimately, Nicholas wants to be a movie star - he loves being in the spotlight.   When offered a wish for anything from Make-A-Wish, however, he did a lot of research online and decided he wanted to travel to San Francisco to experience weightlessness in the wind tunnel at iFLY.   On Wednesday, April 15, Nicholas will have the opportunity to experience the “Spread Your Wings” package at iFLY in Union City.  When he and his family arrive they will be given an orientation and then everyone will “gear up” for their 2:30 flight.  They all will have a total of 30 minutes fly time.  

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and will soon fulfill its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
About iFly San Francisco Bay

iFly San Francisco Bay, located in Union City, entertains all kinds of customers including children, adults, experienced skydivers, corporate groups, birthday parties and military training. Their highly qualified instructors offer a safe yet exciting atmosphere for all to experience the thrill of flight. www.iflysfbay.com 
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