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Five-Year-Old’s Wish to Touch and Learn about Sharks
10 April 2009 -- San Francisco:  Five-year-old Dominic Heft loves to fish with his family, and he’s fascinated by sharks and whales.  Dominic, who lives in Madison Wisconsin, recently had a bone marrow transplant, which qualifies him for a wish from the Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  So, when visited by wish grantors who asked what he most wished for, he said he wanted to touch and learn about sharks.  The Wisconsin chapter decided the best place for such an experience to occur was at the Monterey Bay Aquarium.  

Dominic and his family will arrive in the Monterey Area on April 12 for a six-night stay.  Dominic will be the guest of the Monterey Bay Aquarium on Tuesday, April 14, when his wish will be fulfilled.  He and his family will arrive before the aquarium opens for a private behind-the-scenes tour of one of the shark exhibits.   There he will meet the curator of shark research to interact with and learn more about these awe-inspiring creatures.  Then Dominic will be directed to other exhibits in the aquarium that may be of particular interest to him.  During his stay in Monterey, David will also be treated to a whale watching trip, courtesy of the Monterey Bay Whale Watch Center.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2008 the Foundation celebrates 24 years of fulfilling magical wishes. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted over 4,900 wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its 17-county territory.  Anyone can refer a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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