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Boy’s Wish to Go to Kennedy Space Center
07 May 2009 -- San Francisco:   Like many young boys, eight-year-old Jason Zhao of Alameda is interested in outer space.  He has read many books on the subject and wonders what it would be like to be an astronaut.  Because he is battling sarcoma, he is eligible for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation, and has requested visiting Kennedy Space Center to experience what the astronauts experience.   On Monday, May 10, Jason and his family will fly to Orlando for his wish.  On Tuesday, May 11, Jason will have the day free to explore the space center, and will have lunch with a real astronaut.   During this “Lunch with an Astronaut” program, he will have the opportunity to ask questions and get the astronaut’s autograph.  On Tuesday, May 12, Jason and his family will return to the center to witness the fifth and final space shuttle mission launch.  The purpose of this mission is to service and upgrade the orbiting Hubble Space Telescope, with five spacewalks planned during the mission.   After his experiences at Kennedy Space Center, Jason and his family will have a day to just relax and have fun at Walt Disney World® Resort.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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