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Media contact: Elaine Kauffman // ekauffman@makewish.org // 415/982-9474
Sold-Out Fundraiser for Make-A-Wish
Request for On-Site Coverage

WHAT:
The Croquet Invitational & Charity Auction
WHERE:
Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards


4401 Slusser Road, Windsor
WHEN:
Saturday, May 16, 2009, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm


10:00 am 
Savory Tasting on Le Boulevard




North American Croquet Open Finals



12:30 pm
Courtside Luncheon





Croquet Exhibition Game: “Dueling Vintners”



  1:30 pm
Live Charity Auction


  
  4:00 pm 
Sweet Tasting on Le Boulevard





Silver Chip Wine Tasting
DETAIL:  The graceful and picturesque croquet lawns of Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards form the backdrop for The Croquet Invitational and Charity Auction on Saturday, May 16, in Windsor.  After sampling a Savory Tasting of elegant hors d'oeuvres and extraordinary wines on the Grand Terrace, guests head courtside for a gourmet lunch and to cheer on the "Dueling Vintners," a spirited croquet match in it’s fourth year, that pits newcomer, winemaker David Long of David Arthur Vineyards in Napa against last year’s defending title holder, winemaker Dan Kosta of Kosta Browne Winery in Sonoma.   The highlight of the afternoon is the live auction, which features many one-of-a-kind vacations, culinary experiences and collector wines.  Among these are a stay in a Scottish castle, a week at a South African game lodge, and VIP tickets to Ellen and Journey.  For wine connoisseurs there will be a selection of wines from vintner Helen Turley and a wine and cheese party with “Madame de Fromage,” Colette Hatch.  Following the auction are a Sweet Tasting of desserts, Silver Chip wine tastings and dancing on the Terrace.  







NOTE: 
Photos Available
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and will soon fulfill its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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