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Wish Child to “Fly” at Fort Funston
11 June 2009 -- San Francisco:  Twelve-year-old Lillian Chow of Fremont, who is battling lymphoma, has been described as a delightful, engaging girl who loves being enthralled in the experience.  When asked what she most wished for, Lillian said she wants to physically fly.  “I want to soar over a beautiful forest and ocean, and see the animals, fish, lots of sand, sun and clouds, and smell the flowers,” is how she described her wish to wish grantors from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  Lillian feels this would be a perfect way to interact with nature, which she says makes her feel relaxed and worry-free. 
Lillian’s wish will come true on Sunday, June 14, when she and her parents are driven to Fort Funston for her special flight.  There she will meet her instructor from the San Francisco Hang Gliding Center and be given all the tips she will need to fly.  Then, in tandem with her instructor, Lillian will run off the edge of an oceanside cliff and soar for 15 to 30 minutes.  After her landing, she will be taken to Outback Steakhouse in Fremont for lunch.  Since Lillian’s wish will be completed before Outback opens they generously offered to serve Lillian and her family early, so she can enjoy eating at her favorite restaurant.
Media Note:  Extreme weather conditions may cancel the scheduled flight. 

            Lillian’s “wish art” is available for print.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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