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Boy’s Wish to Visit WWII Sites in Normandy
17 June 2009 -- San Francisco:  Fourteen-year-old Conrad Philson loved playing army with his best friend when he was five years old.  His interest grew from Lego forts as a child to knowledge of warfare in different periods of history as a teen-ager.  He claims to know every World War II German weapon.  Now Conrad is deeply involved in his own personal battle, fighting leukemia.  Undaunted by his illness, however, Conrad recently made a wish to go to Normandy and visit the famous battle sites of WWII.  
Conrad’s wish will come true when he and his parents fly to London on Saturday, June 20.  His itinerary, full of WWII historic experiences, includes:

· Monday, June 22 - a specially-guided behind-the-scenes tour of The Cabinet War Rooms, followed by a visit to the Imperial War Museum.

· Tuesday, June 23 – a free day in London, before departing to Portsmouth.

· Wednesday, June 24 – ferry ride to France, landing in Cherbourg, where he and his parents will be guests in the privately-owned Chateau de Beaulieu.

· Thursday, June 25 – a guided tour of the US D-Day battle sites in Normandy, including St. Mere Eglise, Utah Beach and Omaha Beach.

· Friday, June 26 – a tour of the British D-Day sites, including Pegasus Bridge, Longues Batterie and Arromaches.

· Saturday, June 27 – train ride to Paris, where the family will have two-day passes to ride the Paris tour bus and receive free admission to over 60 museums, including an army and maritime museum.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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