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Grassroots Effort Helps Fund 15 Wishes So Far this Month
17 June 2009 -- San Francisco:  Despite the downturn in the economy, the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® has found that its donors and volunteers have remained strong in their support of the wish-granting organization.  A new fundraising initiative Gather for Good was implemented in the month of June, as a way for people to incorporate donations for wishes into their private parties and public gatherings.  The goal is to generate enough revenue to grant 25 wishes in 25 days in June, in honor of the organization’s 25th anniversary.  The results, so far, are impressive, with $116,000 in revenue – enough to grant 15 wishes, with still 12 days to go during the promotion.   
“June is a celebration month with graduations, weddings, family reunions and picnics,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director.  “Based on success we’ve had with our Celebration Donation program, in which party hosts ask for donations to Make-A-Wish in lieu of personal or hostess gifts, we decided to kick it up a notch and ask all our supporters to make this type of request in the month of June, as well as host special events for Make-A-Wish.  The fact of the matter is we are facing a big deficit ($200,000+) and we have a record number of children who have been referred for wishes who are counting on us.”  
Some of the more creative Gather for Good events include:

· Change at Levende Lounge and Burrito Weekend at Green Chile Kitchen, where a percentage of food sales are being donated to the Foundation.  
· Giant Wishes for Kids, a partnership between a group of South Bay volunteers and the San Jose Giants, with the income from general admission ticket sales being donated to Make-A-Wish.  
· Biggest Loser Campaign, sponsored by Executive Director Patricia Wilson.  Ms. Wilson’s personal campaign has garnered attention from several national philanthropic and fundraising periodicals.  She is on a personal fundraising quest to “a smaller butt and bigger budget”.  Ms. Wilson has received pledges from over 100 of her colleagues and friends – raising over $11,500 to date (and losing 16 lbs).  At least five other people have joined in by hosting their own biggest loser campaigns.
· Wish Art Gallery Show, which will offer gallery sales of children’s framed wish art.

 “We knew our fundraising this year could not be business as usual,” noted Wilson.  “Gather for Good is many small intimate events hosted by our staff, Board and volunteers.  Event hosts are reaching out to their friends and family and asking them to join them in their commitment to Make-A-Wish – and doing so in a variety of creative ways.  The economy may have come to a stop – but our wish children are still being diagnosed with life-threatening medical conditions at an alarming rate.”  
Among the wishes that have been funded this month through money raised by Gather for Good are Mateo’s wish for a play structure, Daniel’s wish to have a dolphin encounter at SeaWorld, Tashawna’s wish to meet Mary J. Blige and several wishes to go to Disneyland.  Wilson adds “While we are ecstatic with the results thus far, the real winners are our wish children who are receiving a well-deserved respite from surgeries, treatments and hospital stays.  For a brief period orchestrated by Make-A-Wish, our wish kids can be normal children – not patients.  The resulting smiles and laughter from a critically ill child is the best reward.  Ever!”
For more information on Gather for Good go to http://tinyurl.com/mu4amq
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org.
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