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Boy’s Wish to Visit SF and “Ride as Many Trolleys as Possible”
1 July 2009 -- San Francisco:  Eleven-year-old Henry Mulvey, who is battling mitochondrial disease, has a passion for trolleys.  Henry lives in Massachusetts and even dressed up as a trolley for his Halloween costume!  Of all the restored and historic trolleys in the U.S. that he has researched, Henry chose as his wish to ride on Trolley #952 on San Francisco’s Muni’s F-Line.  Planning for Henry’s wish began last summer, but then his father was diagnosed with cancer, postponing the trip.  Now, both Henry and his dad are well enough to travel, and Henry’s wish will come true, when the family arrives in San Francisco on Sunday, July 5. 
Plans for Henry’s wish include:
· Tuesday, July 7, 11:00 am – “Henry’s Wish Celebration”

Trolley stop at Jones & Beach Streets, San Francisco
Before boarding the trolley for his first official ride, Henry will be welcomed by Make-A-Wish staff and volunteers at the trolley stop at Jones & Beach.  The crowd will give him a proper send-off on his ride to the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Geneva Storehouse and maintenance barn where he will be given a tour by SFMTA officials.  Then he will be treated to another trolley ride back to Fisherman’s Wharf. 

· Wednesday, July 8, 12:00 pm – Trolley Barn at History San Jose

635 Phelan Avenue, San Jose
Henry will have the opportunity to ride two different trolleys, the California car, dating to 1912, and the 1922 Birney car.  Then he will be given a tour of the Trolley Barn museum by the volunteers who restore the historic trolleys, which are located there and owned by the California Railroad and Trolley Corporation.

· Thursday, July 9, 11:00 am – San Francisco Railway Museum
Henry will be at his leisure to tour the museum and try out the exhibit that teaches how to operate a trolley.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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