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Grassroots Effort Exceeds Goal of 25 Wishes in 25 Days
15 July 2009 -- San Francisco:  The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® exceeded its goal of raising $187,500 in 25 days.  Thanks to a very grassroots effort among the Foundation’s staff and volunteers, the organization raised over $232,500 in the month of June – an increase of 41% over the same period last year.  Over 1,500 donors contributed to this 25th anniversary promotion; some giving as little as a five dollar donation.  Obviously, every little bit really does count as the chapter raised enough money to grant 31 wishes!  The Foundation launched Gather for Good last month, during which volunteers and staff were asked to incorporate a fundraising component into their own private celebrations and gatherings.  The events ranged from weight loss campaigns (seeking pledges for every pound lost) to graduation celebrations and birthday parties.

“We are thrilled beyond belief with the results,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director.  “It is a testament to the creativity and dedication of our staff and volunteers – and of course, a testament to our donors.  This is an important reminder that while we all are facing difficult economic times, our struggles pale in comparison to the life threatening battles our children are fighting.  It truly is startling to think that during the worst economy on record our staff, volunteers and donors have responded to a most compelling need.  The most difficult statistic we face is the increase of newly diagnosed children with life-threatening illnesses who, along with their families and medical teams, are counting on Make-A-Wish to help them through an incredibly difficult time.” 

Some of the wishes granted through Gather for Good include Matt’s wish to meet the Philadelphia Phillies, Asher’s wish to meet Natalie Portman and Sophia’s wish to go on a Disney Cruise.    
For more information on Gather for Good go to http://tinyurl.com/mu4amq
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org.
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