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Concord Boy’s Wish to Visit Washington, DC
12 August 2009 -- San Francisco:  Twelve-year-old Chase Van Sickle of Concord decided several years ago to grow his hair long to contribute to Locks of Love, an organization that provides hairpieces to financially disadvantaged children suffering from hair loss.  After convincing his younger brother and sister to join him, the siblings waited two years for their hair to grow long enough to meet the required length.  Shortly after their contribution in July 2008, however, Chase himself was diagnosed with cancer, which eventually led to his own hair loss from chemotherapy treatments.  

Although still undergoing treatments, Chase is now eligible for a wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  When considering all the options, Chase decided he wanted to visit Washington, D.C.  He had heard a lot about Washington from his grandparents, especially about the Smithsonian Institution, including the American Museum of Natural History and the Air & Space Museum.  On Sunday, August 16, Chase and his family will leave for the nation’s capital.  On Monday the 17th they will be met at the National Museum of Natural History by their own personal tour guide.  Chase will be given a tour of the museum, including a visit to the museum’s new Sant Ocean Hall, where visitors get the feeling they are immersed in the ocean, the earth’s final frontier.  After a free day to explore the sites of Washington, the family will be treated to a tour of the National Air & Space Museum on Wednesday, August 19.  After another free day, the family will return to California on the 21st.
NOTE: Photos and Chase’s “wish art” are available. 

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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