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Sonoma Teen’s Classic Car Wish
05 August 2009 -- San Francisco:  Sonoma resident, Juan “Lucas” McGroarty, a big fan of American Graffiti who loves classic cars, was just learning to drive when he was critically wounded in a case of mistaken identity.  He was hit by a garden hoe in the head, which severely damaged the part of his brain used for cognitive speech and movement on the right side of his body.  Although his family was told that he would never be able to walk or drive, after a long, uphill battle, Lucas, now 17, has regained some movement on his right side and is able to do some limited verbalizing.  
When visited recently by volunteer wish grantors from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®, he expressed his interest in classic cars.  When Hot August Nights, a celebration of the auto culture of the ‘50’s and ‘60’s, was mentioned, “His eyes suddenly lit up,” according to one wish grantor, “and you could see his depression melt away.”  The decision on his wish had been made.  Lucas and his family leave for Reno on Friday, August 7, for a two-night stay, where the organizers of Hot August Nights have a few special treats in store for Lucas.  After saying that he would like to attend a concert by The Temptations, show officials have arranged for Lucas to have a special meet and greet with the famous Motown group.  Then on Sunday, Lucas will be the Honorary Grand Marshall of the parade.  He will ride at the head of the parade half-way, and then be given a prime viewing spot, so he can watch the parade pass him by.  
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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