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Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® 

Announces New Board Members
11 September 2009 -- The Board of Directors of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation unanimously approved the election of three new members to its governing body.  The newest additions to the board are:  

Christian Edvardsen, Senior Manager, Charles Schwab & Co.  – Christian, who lives in San Francisco, served as a board fellow on the Board of the Greater Bay Area chapter during 2004-2006, while attending the Stanford Graduate School of Business.  Upon graduating from Stanford he worked at Goldman Sachs before joining Charles Schwab.
Karen Ulshafer, Community Volunteer and Independent College Counselor – Karen, a resident of Tiburon, has been involved in fundraising for the Greater Bay Area chapter for the past five years.  She has served on a number of youth-oriented boards and for the past four years has been the president of the Branson School Bullpen athletic organization.  She is currently pursuing a Masters in Education with a special credential in college counseling and admissions.
Lisa Vogel, Vice President/District Manager, RREEF – Lisa, of Mill Valley, first joined the board of Make-A-Wish in 2001 and has been an active supporter in every aspect of the local chapter.  With more than 22 years of commercial real estate experience, Lisa worked for Mitsui Fudosan overseeing a portfolio of Bay Area properties, before joining RREEF.
“We are thrilled to welcome to our board these stellar members of the community who are already among our greatest supporters and fundraisers,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “Their commitment to our mission and goal of granting a wish to every eligible child in our territory will help us continue to serve over 300 children each year.”

Officers are: Dawn Belardinelli, MD Chairperson; Rick Rice, Vice-Chair; David Millstein, Treasurer; and Scott Harper, Secretary. 

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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