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Teen’s Battle with Several Illnesses Results in a Wish for a Bedroom Makeover
24 September 2009 -- San Francisco:  Eighteen-year-old Elizabeth Trejos of San Francisco has battled several life-threatening illnesses in her young life.  She was diagnosed with lymphoma a few years ago, but has had cancerous cell growth in her body since she was a baby.  Her immune system is too weak for her to go outside or to school, and she has lost some of her hearing and eyesight.  Although she has limited capacity for communication, she eagerly met her wish grantors with a huge grin and was able to convey that she wanted a bedroom makeover for her wish.  She was able to make it clear that she wanted a “jumbo bed,” or hospital bed with rails, so she can sleep comfortably and safely, and a large-screen TV.  
Elizabeth’s wish will come true on Sunday, September 27.  While Elizabeth and her mother are out to lunch, a team of volunteer wish grantors will transform her bedroom into a wish come true.  Her room will be painted and she will receive a new bed and bedding, curtains, rug, bedside table, dresser and a flat-screen TV.  All will be done in purple and pink, Elizabeth’s favorite colors.
Elizabeth’s wish has been adopted by UnitedHealthcare, as part of its national UnitedHealth Group Wishes program, a three-year, $4.5 million partnership to grant wishes through the Foundation’s 66 chapters nationwide.  Employees from United Healthcare have been involved throughout the process by providing several enhancements to the wish and will be on hand to help set everything up in Elizabeth’s room.  

The furniture for this wish was donated by Powell Furniture.  
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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