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Marin Teen to Host Skate-4-A-Cause
For the Make-A-Wish® Foundation
07 October 2009 -- Sixteen-year-old Sam Vogel of Mill Valley and his friend Sam Klitsner will host their annual Skate 4 A Cause skate-a-thon for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® on Sunday, October 18 from 1:00 – 5:00 pm at McInnis Skate Park in San Rafael.  This is the fourth year that Sam and his friend Sam have coordinated and planned all the details of this fundraiser.  Participants in Skate-4-A-Cause are asked to secure sponsors who will give a certain amount for each trick the skaters attempt, or donate a flat amount.  Last year about 50 skaters participated in the event, and Sam raised over $15,000 in cash and in-kind donations.  His total contribution to Make-A-Wish in the last three years is $22,000.  
“We are now in our 4th year of this event and I am so proud of how far it has come,” said Sam Vogel.  “Last year was a huge success.  Even though we’re currently in a time of economic stress, I have a very good feeling that this year will be no different. This event is really important to me, so I'll try as hard as I can to raise even more money than last year for Make A Wish.”  Sam hopes to raise $20,000 this year.  Sponsors who are supporting Skate 4 A Cause include: BCCI Construction, Bay West Group/San Francisco Design Center, Big 4 Party Rents, Compass Solutions, Destination 1440, FTC, John Crane Films, Prooflab and Snowbomb.  
“Sam has done an incredible job of raising money to help fund wishes,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “Both boys should be extremely proud of their accomplishments and their efforts to help others in need.  Actually, some of our most enthusiastic fundraisers have not even graduated from high school yet.  We are so honored to have them on our team.”

For more information on how you can support Sam in his efforts to help grant wishes email him at samdaman4000@yahoo.com.
MEDIA NOTE:  Photos are available

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 

# # #

