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Four-Year-Old Saratoga Girl with Leukemia Going to Disney World
20 November 2009 -- San Francisco:  Four-year-old Thresiamma Vazhaeprarambil of Saratoga has leukemia.  She was described by her wish grantors as “a darling little girl who warmed right up to us.”  The wish grantors from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® were there to interview Teresa about her biggest wish.  Although she likes to play on the computer, read and swim, she has a fondness for princesses.  So, wishing to go to Walt Disney World® Resort, home of so many princesses, was an easy decision.    

Teresa and her family will fly to Orlando on Tuesday, November 24, for a six-night stay at Give Kids the World.  They will receive a three-day Disney Park Hopper Pass, which will give them access to all four Disney theme parks: Magic Kingdom®, Epcot®, Disney-MGM Studios and Disney’s Animal Kingdom® Park.  While there, Teresa is looking forward to seeing her two favorite princesses, Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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