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Media contact: Elaine Kauffman  415/982-9474 // cell: 650/678-0992
Event contact for Make-A-Wish:  David Hatfield // cell: 415/200-6578

Wish Child to Light Alpine Christmas Tree
REQUEST FOR ON-SITE COVERAGE

WHAT:
Wish child, Mikayla Bruce of Dublin, will flip the switch on giant Christmas tree
WHERE:
Alpine Christmas Trees
6407 Tassajara Road
Dublin
Contact:  Ryan Nielsen // cell: 925/997-5543
WHEN:
Saturday, November 28 at 5:00 pm
WHO:
Wish child:  Mikayla Bruce

Age:  6

Illness:  Liver transplant

From:
 Dublin

Wish:  To go to Walt Disney World® Resort
DETAIL:
Six-year-old wish child Mikayla Bruce of Dublin will help open the gates of the Alpine Christmas Tree lot in Dublin, marking the beginning of a season-long fundraiser for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®.  Mikayla, who recently experienced her wish to go to Disney World, will flip the switch on the giant Alpine tree lot and kick off a fundraiser for Make-A-Wish®.  In addition to making a generous $2,000 gift to the Greater Bay Area chapter, Alpine Christmas Trees will also be selling “wish” stars on a the lot all season.  All proceeds from the star sales will be donated to Make-A-Wish.  Anyone purchasing a star will be able to hang one on the Alpine lot tree and will also receive another to bring home.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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