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Black Bear Diner Raises Funds for Make-A-Wish®
09 December 2009 - San Francisco:  For the second consecutive year, Black Bear Diner restaurants have announced that their 42 franchise locations throughout the Western United States are partnering with the Make-A-Wish Foundation® to raise money for the nationally recognized non-profit organization.  

“Our goal is to top last year’s $50,000 donation,” states Black Bear Diner Co-Founder Bob Manley. “We know that’s aggressive in today’s economy, but we have confidence that our franchise owners, employees and most importantly our patrons, believe that granting the wish of a child is worth the extra effort and sacrifice.” 

The public is encouraged to dine at their local Black Bear Diner on December 16th when ten percent of the day’s gross revenues will be donated to the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Now through December 16th customers can also purchase donation cards at individual diner locations with 100% of the card revenues benefiting local Make-A-Wish chapters.   
The original Black Bear Diner opened in Mt. Shasta, CA in 1995 and has since grown to 42 locations in six Western states. Founders Bob and Laurie Manley and Bruce Dean passionately believe in large portions of moderately priced homemade comfort food delivered with the friendliest service. To find the Black Bear Diner near you or view the menu visit www.blackbeardiner.com.  
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org.
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