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Make-A-Wish Raises $490,000 to Grant Wishes to Local Children

Next Year's Croquet Invitational at Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards to be held May 21, 2005
26 May 2004,  San Francisco: The 2004 Croquet Invitational, a benefit for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®, brought together 1,100 wine and food lovers, croquet enthusiasts, volunteers and philanthropists on the pristine croquet fields at Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards to raise over $490,000 in cash contributions for children with life-threatening illnesses.  Another estimated $250,000 was donated via in-kind donations of products and services to offset the cost of producing the event from a variety of Wine Country and Bay Area businesses.  The popular event is one of the largest fundraising events in the region.  The funds raised represent an 11 percent increase over last year.

Held last Saturday, May 22, 2004, The Croquet Invitational is hosted by Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards and organized by Make-A-Wish and its community volunteers.  This year’s auction committee was chaired by Sandra and Scott Ormerod of Santa Rosa.  The festivities began Friday evening with an elegant dinner to celebrate the corporate sponsors including Title Sponsor, Bay Area Mercedes-Benz Dealers.  In its usual tradition, Brown-Forman, parent company of Sonoma-Cutrer hosted the invitation-only dinner and featured its finest wines.

The live auction boasted 54 extraordinary lots appealing to the wine collector, travel aficionado and supporter of Make-A-Wish – under the expert guidance of auctioneers Fritz Hatton and Ursula Hermacinski.  Lots featured the very best from private cellars and premium wineries in California with additional lots including exotic trips and exclusive experiences.

This day’s top auction lot was $17,000 for a week stay in a castle in Scotland, the winning bidders were a couple from Novato, CA.  The top silent auction lot was a $6,000 guitar signed by all the members of the legendary band, Journey, the winning bidder was from Atlanta, GA.

Lots celebrating the best of Sonoma County garnered a flurry of bidding activity.  One of the more coveted lots was a collection of 44 magnums organized by Kirk Lokka in partnership with the Sonoma County Grape Growers Association and its supporters, known to insiders as “Lords & Goddesses of the Vine.”  

Other lots that excited the crowd included wine from Arietta, Harlan Estates, Dunn, Joseph Phelps, Grace Family Vineyards, Herb Lamb, Dutton Estates, Russian Hill and Arrowood Wineries.   Once-in-a-lifetime experiences were also a theme of several of the lots including: six privately chauffeured Ferraris on a wine tour of Napa, a private dinner in your home prepared by John Ash, WWII Mustang Fighter co-pilot, and the unique opportunity to name a character in Barry Eisler’s next mystery novel.  Exciting travel lots included a South African Safari, a culinary tour of Tuscany, a 11-day luxury suite Celebrity Cruise to Mexico, a New York Theater Trip and a London excursion at The Ritz London.
- - more - -

“The community has really come together to support this event,” said Patricia Wilson, executive director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “This is so exciting, we hoped it would be bigger than last year – and these results exceeded everyone’s expectations!”  Wilson added, “This success couldn’t come at a better time, this Spring we’ve seen record numbers of wishes and it is comforting to go into our busiest wish time of the year, knowing we can approve all our wishes.  My heart goes out to everyone who attended and supported The Croquet Invitational.”
Also adding excitement to the auction was a new option for wine lovers – bidders could submit proxy bids or bid by phone during the live auction.

One of the biggest surprises of the day was the premiere of Sonoma-Cutrer’s first Pinot Noir due for release in September.  “I can’t think of a more celebratory occasion to introduce our new Pinot Noir, than at this spectacular event,” said Keith LaVine, President of Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards.  Declining to discuss the debut of the wine any further, LaVine said, “Today was all about the wish children, and the great work of the Make-A-Wish organization –  the new Pinot will speak for itself when it is released for everyone’s enjoyment.”  Guests were treated to the first public tasting of the wine that has been 7 years in the making.  Sonoma-Cutrer also donated a private pre-release party for their new Pinot Noir, which was won for $4,000 by a couple from Granite Bay, CA. 

The crowd cheered when 3-year old wish child Cenna, from Petaluma took center court during the Adopt-A-Wish lot that invites patrons to raise their paddle for a $1,000 donation.  Cenna, dressed as a princess received her wish to go to Disneyland and meet princesses. 

Guests came from all over the Bay Area and beyond . . . including guests from Atlanta, Los Angeles, San Diego, Sacramento, Alabama, Kentucky and Australia.  In addition to the wine crowd, Sonoma-celebs from TV's “Golden Age” – Jon Provost, the original “Timmy” from the hit series Lassie, and Kathy Garver, beloved by a generation of television audiences for her portrayal of “Sissie” on Family Affair.  Also in attendance was Frank Shankwitz, “original wish granter” and founder of the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

Next year’s event will be held on Saturday, May 21, 2005.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®
The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation is celebrating 20 years of fulfilling magical wishes for children with life-threatening illnessess.  The sixth-largest Make-A-Wish chapter nationwide, has granted more than 3,100 wishes by serving 17 counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  For more information, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org.

Auction photos will be available on the website starting Friday, May 28, 2004.
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